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14th July ’05: The North Sydney Boys High School Band.
21st July ’05: Frank Kustra – A Forgotten Odyssey – A Survivors of the  Soviet slave labour Gulag.

28th July ’05: District Governor, Greg Muldoon.
4th August ’05: Ross Waugh & Paul Quoyle – Chicago Conference.
11th August ’05: Rob Sheldon & Greg Roberts – Road Safety.
18th August ’05: Leone McMahon – Why am I so tired
25th August ’05: Club Fellowship Meeting.
1st September ’05: Rodney Rietdyk
8th September ’05 Rex McIntyre– Madagascar Clean Water Project.
15th September ’05 Jessica Brown – Sister to Sister
22nd September ’05 Hans Bandler – Aust. Geological Times & Water
29th September ’05 Justice James Macken – Life of a judge in modern times
6th October ’05 Aldo Grech – Future of telecommunications is IP Telephony
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AT OUR MEETING ON 7 JULY

Visiting Rotarians: Andreas Baumgartner (Belgrade Central).  Guests: Michael Darby (Guest Speaker); Patricia
Beaumont; Virginia Ware.  Make-ups: NIL.  Apologies: Rukmal Wijesooriya; Stewart Horwood; Denis Booth; Silvio
Gmur; Tony d’Arbon; Rod Barrret; George Bauer.

NIL

Ballads of the Bush
Last week we were treated to poetry in motion by Michael
Darby. A poet of distinction in his own right, we discov-
ered that he has a prodigious memory for the traditional
Australian poetry which has held its popularity from
before the beginning of the last century right up to the
present day. Michael regularly attends and recites at poetry
festivals and it was evident that this is a labour of love.

To set the scene, Michael gave us a vision splendid by
first running through Banjo Paterson’s Clancy of the
Overflow. He followed this up very appropriately with
The Man from Snowy River and we could hear the
stockwhips cracking, visualise the kurrajongs and moun-
tain ash and to those of us who were listening with eyes
closed the flint stones flashing were clearly visible. Next
came one penned by that regular ‘anon’ about a shearer
who managed to find a winery that doubled as a shear-
ing shed with the obvious consequences.

While John O’Grady’s name is linked to the classic
‘They Are a Weird Mob’ we heard a marvellous poem
‘Tumbarumba” which he wrote in the same style. This
was followed by 2 poems which Michael wrote himself.
The first was the humorous tale of the Mt Isa travel
agent who sold paddle steamer trips on the dry Leichardt

River and the next concerned the strange consequences
of radiation at the Mary Kathleen uranium mine.

In response to requests Michael was able to recite Henry
Lawson, Dorothea McKellar and Monseignor Hartigan
who published some great works under the nom de
plume John O’Brien and he rounded off a memorable
and different type of address to us with a poem by
Charley Marshall and finally The Sentimental Bloke by
C.J. Dennis.
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