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The great green movement driven by the Sierra Club, the Audobon Society, and other more nefarious forces appears 
about to run out of gas. A half century of a reckless orgy of economic extravagance driven by environmental values is 

finally coming home to roost. We are about to discover that you cannot protect anything if you are broke. 
 

For nearly fifty years the new environmentalists have hounded industrial manufacturing out of business in the interest 

of protecting the environment. The result has been a constant elimination of jobs and the transfer of manufacturing 
capacity to foreign shores. That is a monstrous expense in a world economy dominated by balance of trade 

considerations critical to the value of one’s currency. Industry by industry, it could be selectively justified in genuine 
feel-good considerations of the intellectually unwary. Collectively, it has been a formula for disaster. 

 
For nearly forty years, the new environmentalists have prevented the development of nuclear power plants as an 

alternative to fossil fuel powered electrical plants while the nation’s demand for more and more power has increased 

incrementally. Site by site, an emotional argument in opposition could always be fabricated. The cumulative effect 
was to have the nation buy into a collective policy recklessly discarding cheap, clean, renewable energy. In the face of 

growing demand, another formula for disaster. 
 

For nearly thirty years, the new environmentalists have log-jammed the exploitation of our domestic oil resources, be 

it drilling in ANWR, drilling on the continental shelf, or using the shale on the continental divide. In the face of that 
constraint nationally, we are today forced to purchase oil overseas in a market controlled by a hostile cartel and 

foreign speculators. The cumulative effect of that has been a further deterioration of our balance of trade and the 
subjection of our currency to the artificial inflation induced by regimes bent on our destruction. Yet another 

unthinking, ill-conceived disaster. 

 
For twenty years, particularly here in the Northwest, the new environmentalists have frustrated the utilization of 

natural resources, renewable or not. Once again creating a loss of jobs and a dependence on foreign imports. This 
has been an unmitigated disaster community by community, with no relief in contemplation. 

 
Recently, the new environmentalists are driving for and effecting the removal of our hydro-electric power generation 

system. Once again eliminating cheap, clean, renewable power and forcing greater reliance upon foreign fuel imports.  

Today, the new environmentalists are pressing our representatives Wyden and DeFazio for legislation to effectively 
turn our state into a wilderness area.  

 
The new environmentalists are as relentless in spending as a spoiled teenager. We have gasoline at $4.00 per gallon, 

looking for $5.00 by the end of the summer. That cost factor is appearing in every commodity we consume. We 

cannot avoid it any more than the spendthrift can avoid the interest on his credit card debt. The total impact is 
runaway inflation with further devaluation of our currency. The total impact portends to be an economic disaster on a 

scale of the great depression. 
 

The message is the fundamental one that one cannot spend one’s limited resources on luxuries one cannot afford. 
Enhancing the environment at the expense of the economy has led us to the brink of national insolvency. Having to 

work for a living is not nice, but necessary. One undergoes the unpleasantness in the interest of comfort and survival. 

Despoiling the environment to a limited degree is also a necessary trade-off in the interest of economic survival. 
 

Unthinking and injudicious commitment to aesthetic values, emotions, and desires has brought us to the brink. 
 

As a matter of survival, it is time to consign the environmental movement to 

the stupid bin in the ashcan of history. We need to get about the business 
of restoring our solvency and we need to do it now. 
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